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Temples. The public statues which are erected
in our squares and the interior of our mansions do
not require Masters of the Phidian school to pro-
duce them. The human figure concealed under
a frock-coat and trousers is not a fit subject for
sculpture, and I would rather avoid contemplating
such objects.
Portrait statues would afford fine study of
drapery, and they might be so executed if there
were an effort made to elevate that part of sculpture
by adopting a monumental costume. The statues
of Generals should be represented with a cloak
covering as much as possible of the offensive dress,
those of distinguished ecclesiastics must be repre-
sented as they are in their canonical dress. Those
of statesmen would be ennobled by grand drapery.
When the Government did me the honour of
entrusting to me the execution of the statue of the
late Sir Robert Peel, I was allowed my own way as
to the dress; if they had bound me to the anti-
sculptural costume I was prepared to decline that
work. All being settled to my wish I began to
collect my ideas, and to find out something which
should not be the usual common-place.
It was in the evenings when alone in my room 1
put on my Roman cloak, which is very ample, with a
scroll of paper in my hand 1 acted the orator, going
through various actions again and again. On one of
these occasions, holding the scroll in my right hand,